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satisfactory. The intimate relations existing between the
two Empires constitute a guarantee of peace acknow-
ledged by the other Powers. The Czar also, despite many
occurrences, announces his desire for peace. During the
past year Italy signified her wish to adhere to our policy.
Our friendly relations to England have been strengthened
by events in the East As far as human forecast can
prognosticate the future, peace is assured."

Mancini spoke still more clearly in the Italian Senate,
where he had to do with enemies ats well as friends, and
with adherents to France, such as Senator Alfieri. His
remarks were led up to by Senator Caracciolo, who ex-
pressed the wish that the differences of opinion then
obtaining between Italy and France might be arranged, and
the expectation that Italy's excellent relations with Germany
and Austria-Hungary might contribute materially to the
success of a peaceful and Conservative policy. Mancini
thanked him for acknowledging the Government's en-
deavours to heighten Italy's prestige abroad, and more
particularly for endorsing its efforts to render her relations
with the Central European Allies more cordial and intimate.
The success of those efforts had already made itself
manifest in the understanding arrived at by the three
Governments with respect to important questions, as well
as in the increase of Italy's influence in the European
Areopagus. He must refrain, at the dictates of prudence,
from further declarations upon this theme. Italy, however,
was no longer isolated; she was co-operating with the
other Powers in consolidating the tranquillity of Europe
and the peaceful progress of civilisation, whilst guarding her
own independence and dignity. Her understanding with
those Powers would possess the great advantage of im-
peding every kind of aggressive policy. It was unnecessary
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